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KNOWLEDGE FLASH

1839
Charles Goodyear 

discovered the 
vulcanization of 

rubber1

1965
Ansell Rubber Company 

made the first disposable 
gamma irradiated latex 

medical gloves3

1894
Joseph Lister was 

responsible for 
sterilizing rubber 
surgical gloves1

2017
Medical exam and surgical 
powdered gloves banned 

by U.S. FDA2

1889
Dr. William Halstead 

commissioned Goodyear 
Rubber Company to 

create a pair of rubber 
gloves

1990
Introduction of 

non-latex sterile 
surgical gloves4

1950’s
Cornstarch replaces 

talcum powder as 
glove donning agent

Today
Surgical double gloving 
with colored indicator 

recommended best 
practice

HISTORY OF SURGICAL GLOVES
Dr. William Halsted was the first surgeon-in-chief at Johns 
Hopkins University and he is known as the “Father of American 
Surgery.” Dr. Halsted is credited with commissioning the first 
pair of rubber gloves to be worn in surgery for his nurse due to 
the harsh chemicals used to sterilize surgical instruments.1


